
Arab languages for Travelers 

 

The table below illustrates words and phrases in English followed by the Arabic transliteration in Latin letters and 
finally the Arabic transcript. Click here for the transliteration rules. 
 

Big 
kebier  

Small 
Sughâyyâr  

Tall 
Tawiel  

Short 
oSâyyâr  

Fat 
Tekhien  

Thin 
rufayyaA  

Bretty 
gamiel  

Ugly 
weHesh  

Good 
kewayyes  

Bad 
mesh kewayyes  

Generous 
kariem  

Greedy 
TâmmâA  

Interesting 
momteA  

Boring 
momell  

Happy 
mabsut  

Sad 
metdaye'  

Broken 
bayyez  

Busy 
mashghoul  

Funny 
modHek  

Wonderful 
hayel  

Honest 
amien  

Polite 
mu'addab  

Sick 
Ayyan  

Tired 
TaAban  
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Terrible 
fâziA  

Spicy 
Hami  

Strange 
gharieb  

Important 
mohemm  

Cold 
bard / sa'Aa  

Hot 
Harr / sokhn  

More 
âktar  

Less 
a'al  

Crowded 
zaHma  

Quickly 
bi-surAa  

Slowly 
beshwaish  

Hardly 
bi-SoAuba  

Easily 
bi-suhoula  

Later 
baAdein  

Soon 
orayyeb  

Immediately 
Halann  

Here 
hena  

There 
henak  

Often 
ketier    
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